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Technical know-how in worldwide demand 

Berlin-based recycling technology from 
ALBA is a winning international export 
 
Berlin. Berlin is the leading centre for recycling in Germany, and Berlin recycling know-how is 
now a winning international export. This is because together with two Chinese partners, 
Guangdong Rising Assets Management Co. Ltd. and Zhongde Metal Group Co. Ltd, the ALBA 
Group, one of the leading providers of environmental services and raw materials, is planning on 
the shared development and operation of several highly efficient household waste treatment 
systems in differing regions in China. The basis of the planned systems is the Green Fuel 
Technology developed by ALBA, the use of which is suitable worldwide for the conversion of 
household waste into so-called "Green Coal". 
 
"The new project in China has provided confirmation of the value of our internationalization strategy, 
as it demonstrates that our technical know-how is both globally leading and in demand. This means 
we can also make a major contribution to the conservation of the environment and resources 
outside Germany," highlighted Dr Axel Schweitzer, Chairman of the Board of Directors of the 
ALBA Group. "Working together with our Chinese partners, we will be focusing on the further 
development of a sustainable loop economy in China at a high technical level." 
 
For the purpose of the realisation of the project in China, a shared joint venture company has 
been established which is based in Hong Kong. This company will assume responsibility for the 
construction and operation of the planned systems in China. The technical advice regarding the 
Chinese systems will be managed by ALBA in Germany accordingly with a team of experts. 
 
“Furthermore the project is able to generate new jobs. When realising eight plants we are talking 
about more than 500 jobs. At the same time, this is an ecological showcase project: With Green 
Coal, the total CO2 emissions are around 70 per cent lower in comparison with the use of 
conventional energy recovery”, Schweitzer continued. 
 
With the help of the Green Fuel Technology especially developed by ALBA, municipal waste will be 
converted into substitute fuel – Green Coal – after hazardous materials have been separated and 
recyclables have been extracted. This Green Coal will then be used in the scope of energetic 
recovery in power stations, for instance. Together with the Berlin municipal refuse department, for 
several years, over a third of the residual waste in Berlin has been processed using this ALBA 
technology. 
 
Background: 
China is responsible for producing most of the world's waste, and over 70 per cent of municipal 
waste in china is still sent to landfill sites untreated, with an exceptionally negative environmental 
impact. The goal of the project of ALBA as well as Guangdong Rising Assets Management Co. Ltd. 
and Zhongde Metal Group Co. LTD is to help out in this area, and with the planned treatment 
facilities, to recover the recyclable material from the waste, to extract the hazardous materials, and 
to convert the rest into Green Coal. In this way, an effective solution is now on offer for each of the 
two mega-trends in China – too much waste and too few resources As a third generation household 
waste recycling system the ALBA technology therefore offers clear advantages compared with 
landfill (first generation) and waste incineration (second generation). 
 



 
 

Last year, in the presence of German Chancellor Angela Merkel and President Xi, the ALBA Group 
signed an agreement with Guangdong Rising Assets Management regarding the participation in the 
"Green Power" project in the Sino-German Metal Eco City. The agreement concerning the 
construction of the first facility for the production of Green Coal from municipal waste in China 
formed a key part of this agreement. The current agreement has extended the project with 
additional facilities of this kind in China. 
 
About the ALBA Group in China 
 
The ALBA Group has been represented in Hong Kong since the early 1990s, from where it 
developed its Asian business. Today, in the area of raw materials business, the ALBA Group is the 
biggest exporter of metals from Europe to Asia, for example. The ALBA Group has approximately 25 
employees at its locations in Hong Kong and Peking, where they adapt the technologies and 
concepts developed in Germany, and market raw materials which have been recycled by the ALBA 
Group in Europe (plastic, paper and metals such as copper and aluminum). Since 2011 the ALBA 
Group has also played a strong role in the fields of recycling consulting and technological project 
management in China. 
 
About ALBA Group: 
 
With its two brands – ALBA and Interseroh – ALBA Group operates within Germany, Europe, the 
U.S. and Asia. With an annual turnover of 2.45 billion Euros (2014) and about 8,000 employees 
ALBA Group is one of the leading recycling and environmental services companies as well as raw 
material providers worldwide. In 2013 alone ALBA Group saved more than 7 million tonnes of 
greenhouse gases compared to primary production and at the same time about 51 million tonnes 
of primary raw materials through its recycling activities. 
 
Further information on ALBA Group can be found at www.albagroup.de. All press releases of the 
ALBA Group may be subscribed to via RSS feed at www.albagroup.de/presse.  
 
Free use of the attached picture is authorised, provided the source "Sino-German Metal 
Eco City" is acknowledged. 
 
Caption: Dr Axel Schweitzer (on the left), CEO of ALBA Group, and Wei Zhu (on the right), CEO 
of Guangdong Rising Assets Management Co. Ltd., presenting the newly established joint venture 
company on June 5, 2015 in Jieyang. 
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