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Press release 
Thursday, 22 July 2021 
 
Cheese packaging awarded quality seal by Interseroh 

“Made for Recycling”: Interseroh and 
Hochland optimise the recycling capability 
of the “Grünländer” packaging 
 
+++ Interseroh awards Hochland cheese packaging the “Made for Recycling” seal 
+++ Very good recycling capability due to change from PET to polyolefin 
+++ GaBi Packaging CalculatoR+ provides additional information on packaging  
       optimisation 
 
Cologne. Achieving a completely circular economy, one step at a time: together with Interseroh, 
the cheese producer Hochland has improved the recycling capability of its “Grünländer” 
packaging and has now been awarded the “Made for Recycling” seal of quality by the 
environmental services provider. The accolade is based on a scientific method of assessment 
which was developed by Interseroh together with the bifa environmental institute – and has 
been confirmed by the Fraunhofer Institute for Process Engineering and Packaging IVV. “This 
example demonstrates the importance of the partnership-based cooperation between 
manufacturers and recycling specialists for ensuring an effectively-operating circular economy,” 
explains Markus Müller-Drexel, Managing Director of INTERSEROH Dienstleistungs 
GmbH. “We are pleased to have been able to support Hochland with this sustainable 
packaging optimisation.” 
 
The “Grünländer” packaging was completely redesigned in a multi-stage development process. 
The special challenge: by using recycled plastic from used PET bottles, Hochland had already 
improved its CO2 footprint, but it still wasn’t possible for the PET cheese packaging to undergo 
material recycling at the end of the product life cycle. “We therefore had to choose between a 
currently non-recyclable PET package with a recycled content, and a recyclable package made 
from polypropylene/polyethylene,” explains Markus Birzer, Head of the Grünländer Brand at 
Hochland Germany GmbH. “In the interests of a climate- and resource-friendly circular 
economy, we ultimately opted for recyclable packaging; in this way, the valuable recycling raw 
materials are conserved for reuse in industry. During the optimisation, the expert advice we 
received from Interseroh was a great help.” 
 
Relevant data was also provided by the GaBi Packaging CalculatoR+, which was used during 
the process. This online tool was developed jointly by Interseroh and the life cycle specialist 
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Sphera. In just a few clicks, users can create life cycle assessments for packaging, determine 
the recycling capability and compare design alternatives in terms of their environmental impact. 
 
Combined expertise for successful packaging optimisation: the new packaging for the 
“Grünländer” cheese is made from the polyolefins polypropylene (PP) and polyethylene (PE). 
The paper label has also been replaced with a PP label. With the thinnest possible barrier 
layers, the packaging provides maximum product protection and minimum contamination for 
the recyclate. For these reasons, the packaging was awarded 19 out of 20 possible points, and 
is therefore “Made for Recycling”. 
 
With the “Made for Recycling” seal on its packaging, Hochland now offers its customers a 
genuine guidance for sustainable consumption. After all, the recycling of recyclable materials 
makes a major contribution to climate protection. Such were the findings of the “resources 
SAVED by recycling” study of the Fraunhofer Institute UMSICHT: with its closed-loop 
management of 6 million tonnes of recyclable materials, the ALBA Group, which includes 
Interseroh, was able to save 4.2 million tonnes of climate-damaging greenhouse gases in the 
year 2019 alone. That is equivalent to the positive annual impact on the climate of about 59 
million trees. 
 
About Hochland: 
With 394,000 tonnes of cheese sales and a turnover of 1.6 billion euros, Hochland SE is one of 
the biggest privately-owned producers of cheese in Europe. Founded in 1927, the company 
has 5,500 employees, 2,100 of whom are in Germany. Hochland is represented with its 
products in food retail, and in addition supplies the food industry and the world of gastronomy 
with individually designed products in all the required retail formats. 
 
Within the group, Hochland Deutschland GmbH is responsible for the German brand business. 
With the well-known cheese brands of Hochland, Almette, Grünländer, Patros, Gervais and 
Valbrie, Hochland is represented in all the leading cheese segments. Its product portfolio 
includes processed cheese, hard and semi-hard cheese, cream cheese, grainy cream cheese, 
white cheese/feta, soft cheese and herb quark. 
 
About Interseroh 
Interseroh, an ALBA Group company, is one of the leading environmental services providers for 
the closure of product, material and logistics loops. From next year onwards, Interseroh will be 
launching a new dual system and a new concept. The offer from the newly-founded company 
Interseroh+ GmbH is oriented to all companies which not only want to fulfil their legal obligation 
for packaging licensing but also want to take responsibility for closing recycling and raw 
material loops. And if they so wish, they can become a silent partner in the start-up. 
 
The ALBA Group is one of the leading recycling and environmental services companies as well 
as raw material providers worldwide and operates within Germany, Europa and Asia. In 2020 
its divisions generated an annual turnover of 1.9 billion Euros and employed a staff of approx. 
8,700 employees. In 2019 alone, ALBA Group saved 4.2 million tonnes of greenhouse gases 
compared to primary production and at the same time 32.3 million tonnes of primary raw 
materials through its recycling activities. 
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Further information on Interseroh can be found at www.interseroh.com.  
 
Free use of the attached picture is authorised, provided the source "Hochland 
Deutschland GmbH" is acknowledged. 
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Hochland: 
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Hochland SE 
Phone: +49 8381 502 691 
Sabrina.Braun@hochland.com 
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Susanne Jagenburg 
Head of Media Relations 
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